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FESTIVAL INSPIRE 2017 
Takes residency 
in the streets of Greater Moncton  

 
 
As Canada’s federation turns 150 years old, the Moncton-based public arts festival INSPIRE is 
painting the town to celebrate from the 10th to the 16th of July 2017. 
 
The 3rd edition of Moncton’s only multi-disciplinary arts festival promises more activation of 
public space in the city through murals, installations, and a week of innovative free public 
events. The injection of colour and culture in the streets, parks, alleyways, and cityscape are 
designed to enhance the urban landscape and raise civic pride. “We created the festival to 
make Moncton cool enough for us to stay”, says Director Lisa Griffin “and we are still here, so.. 
It must be working!” 
 
The ‘us’ Lisa is talking about however includes everyone; residents and visitors. “Municipalities 
and organizations from across the province and the country are calling on us to bring “the 
INSPIRE magic” to their event” says Matthew Williston, the festival’s Creative Director. The 
organization’s original mission and goals have been reinforced each year, and the festival is 
living up to it’s name. Through the artivist  lens, the group has so far commissioned 24 
large-scale murals, an annual week-long, multilingual, free festival of international scale, 6 
public pianos, and a vacant space-filling pop up shop series to name a few. The Inspire Festival 
continues to increase its partnerships throughout all levels of community and municipality. The 
festival connects the tri-city and its diverse populus by means that transcend language, age, 
and cultural barriers. Each year the organizers feel like it’s true what people say about ‘Moncton 
needing this’, and feel that the soul of the city has started to come alive again.  
 



The organization continues to expand, with its tribe of over 13 staff and 100 volunteers, which 
means it’s not going anywhere soon and the sky is the limit for where the projects can go. “It’s 
important for people to know that there is great meaning behind what we do. The festival is not 
just about murals or art, the festival is about putting the heart back into the city, and since that’s 
different for everyone, we invite you to join us in whatever way YOU feel INSPIRED”.  
 
This year’s applications for artists, partners, vendors, workshops, and volunteers are now open 
online at http://www.festivalinspire.com/get-involved. You can keep up to date with what the 
team is cooking up behind the scenes between now and July 10th 2017 on the FB page at 
www.facebook.com/festivalinspire.  
 
Love where you live! And get ready to be Inspired…  
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